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Februoly 22,2007 

w. surrndn Saboo 
chiefopcratiagm~ 
NeuealTaadcm 
onc south wseka, suite 200 
ChieagaII 60606 

b muest for h l C I W M C c t i O n  M F C h m y  19,2007 

DearMz.., 

The purpose of thic Imu it to respond to your formal request for trtcrcoMectio~~ &a! you 
believe is required by state S~BMCS in Illinois, New York, Georgia and Fbridr We IIC plarcd 
by your pledge to work with us to reach an appropriate and mutually beneficial e o m m d  
arrangement, tk terms of which have becn diseusxd bmnaen om teamr. In fact, Imdascpnmtc 
cover, wc an detivcring tomorrow a revised proposal descr ibi  wmmrcial tamr fa a su-vicu 
agrcanentktwcenNeutral Tmdem and Level 3. Our icam is waking to modify our initial 
proposal to ad& spececific commercial concemr raid by N& Tandem during budDcs 

In your letter, you indicate that you desire to intcrcoMect with Level 3 on nondisaimiitory 
rates. terms and conditions. shac is apparently, howew, a misundmtmding on your put 
concerning the Mhlre of. and the tams and conditiotu contained in, the intaconncction 
apcemcnts tbat Level 3 bas executed with competitive local exchange cania (WJXd") such 
~NeUhalTandem. 

dimusionr over tbe (an few days. 

The interconnection agreemenu that Level 3 has signed with CLECa parnit the acbangc of 
vaffic that is gcncratcd d d y  
intmwnncction agreancnt does not allow. and -resslvao hibik eacb party fmm 
sending "transit M c "  o w  the interconnection ttunlu. "Transit traffic" is Benaally defined m 
"any t r ~ 3 6 c  that on'ginates h m  one telwmmunications carrier's aeowork. paasitp aimtks 
canier'r network, snd terminates to yet anothcr tclecommMicacons carrier." 

each carria's cnd user customus. out standard torm 

Neutral Tandem haf rqucsicd 'interconnection with Level 3 solely for tbe purpo~ of delivering 
n&c originated by third parry carriers utilizing Ncuwl Tandan'r Tandem Service." nus, 
even ifw were to wnadc that Level 3 has a swutory obligation to interconnect with Neutral 
Tandem containing thc financial t e r n  that your team has demanded (which we do not), 
execution of a fair and noo-discriminaCory intawnncdon agrement would not permit Neuaal 
Tandan to send Level 3 its d t  m c  for terrni~tion. 
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As previously mtd, we remain open to a commercial agrement that would allow Neutral 
Tandem 10 deliver its transit CrafIic to LrvJ 3 with appropriate commcrcid tams and conditions. 
Our business teams will continue to work witb you on those m e  

Whik we ranain hopehrl that rational businus discussions can lead to a commercial sgncmcnt 
that is bcnc6cial to botb parties, we mw mitaate our intention ht ,  in the absmcc of nrh 
agreement, both p d ' e s  must cnopcrste IO rtfectuatc the tcnninatioa of the adstiag agreaaeDtr 
without material adverse consequences to our c w o m a a  Along those linea, we expui thai you 
me or will be shortly advising customers oftbe termination ofw bgrremc~t and making 
appropriate plans for alternative muting of M c .  If lermination is likely to makddly impeet 
Ihe flow of traffic for your customers, please la us know and wo can work with boch you awl 
your impcwd customers to SNIT that tbm are no interruptions ofscrvjct nssociattd with tk 
IaminmimofIhe~atS.  

In the meantime, pluuc dtca aU communication regexding your formal request for ptMuton 
intcrm&ontome. 

si-ly, 

John M. Ryan 
General Counsel 
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